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 THE ENERGY SECTOR IN ALBERTA 

The energy sector directly and indirectly is the 
single largest contributor to provincial Gross 
Domestic Product, accounting for over 25% of 
Alberta’s GDP.  Energy is also key to 
Alberta’s income, employment and 
government revenues. As the majority owners 
(The Province owns over 81% of Alberta’s 
resource pool) of the Energy resource in 
Alberta, the province collects over $8 billion in 
direct resource related revenues per year. In 
fact, the entire country benefits from Alberta’s 
energy sector.  A recent study by the Canadian 
Energy Research Institute estimated that the 
Oil Sands, over the next 25 years, will create 
11.7 million person years of employment in 
Canada, over $2.1 trillion in GDP and provide 
federal and provincial governments with over 
$400 billion in federal and provincial tax 
revenue. 

 Alberta has among the largest reserves of oil 
in the world.  Reserves initially in place consist 
of almost 1.9 trillion barrels of oil (consisting 
of 1.8 trillion barrels of bitumen and 70 billion 
barrels of conventional oil.  Of this total, 170 
billion barrels are considered to be remaining 
established reserves, recoverable using current 
technology and under present anticipated 
economic conditions.  This puts Alberta just 
behind Saudi Arabia and Venezuela in terms of 
the largest oil reserves in the world.  Currently, 
Alberta is able to upgrade approximately 58% of oil sands production to synthetic oil within 
Alberta.  
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Alberta has Canada’s largest natural gas 
resource base, with remaining estimated 
established reserves of 39 trillion cubic feet.  
In 2010, Alberta produced 4.1 trillion cubic 
feet of marketable natural gas (93% 
conventional and 7% non-conventional).  
Alberta’s coal bed methane resource is 
estimated to contain up to 500 trillion cubic 
feet of natural gas. Approximately 45% of 
Alberta’s natural gas production is used by 
the United States, 26% by the rest of 
Canada and 29% within Alberta. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Alberta’s electrical system consists of power 
generation, transmission and consumption.  Currently 
over 80% of Alberta’s power generation is met through 
coal and gas fired plants.  Renewable energy 
(predominantly wind) makes up 14%.   
 
There is also evidence that significant and persistent 
challenges exist. 
• Less than 30% of Alberta’s consumers have fully 

moved to the deregulated system a decade after it 
was introduced. 

• The volatile Regulated Rate Option spiked by 46 
per cent to record highs in January 2012. 

• Alberta electricity prices are now among the highest 
in the country. 

Produced

Remaining

Shale/Tight/CBM

Produced

Remaining

Canadian Natural Gas Resource is Growing

• Technological advances have “unlocked” vast unconventional gas resources.

*Estimated Recoverable Marketable Gas: 
Source: CSUG

2000

390 TCF*
70 years of supply

2010

700 - 1300 TCF*
100+ years of supply

*Estimates include Alberta’s 180 – 400 TCF 
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• Imports of electricity have increased from 1.5 
million mega watt hours in 2006 to over 2.2 million 
by 2010.  Exports fell over this period. 
 

Consumption 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Other key aspects of Alberta’s energy sector include: 
• Significant established coal reserves of over 33 

gigatonnes with estimates of in-place reserves 
being over 2,000 gigatonnes. 

• Canada’s largest producer of petrochemicals. In 
2010, Alberta’s petrochemical and chemical 
industry produced products valued at over $10.5 
billion.  

• Canada’s share of global green house gas 
emissions is only 2% of world emissions. 

 
Currently Alberta has established coal reserves of over 33 gigatonnes.  However, there are some 
estimates that coal in-place in Alberta amounts to over 2,000 gigatonnes.   In 2010, marketable 
coal deliveries of coal in Alberta were 31.8 megatonnes (Mt.), the vast majority of which is used 
in electricity generation. Technologies, such as coal gasification, coal liquefaction, carbon 
dioxide storage and sequestration, have the potential to allow Alberta to utilize its coal with near-
zero, possibly even zero emissions into the atmosphere in the future. 

Alberta is Canada’s largest producer of petrochemicals. Located primarily in Joffre and Fort 
Saskatchewan, petrochemical production is one of the largest manufacturing industries in the 
province. It features four ethane-cracking plants, including two of the world’s largest, with 
combined annual capacity to produce 8.6 billion pounds of ethylene.  In 2010, Alberta’s 
petrochemical and chemical industry produced products valued at over $10.5 billion. Alberta 
exported about $6.2 billion worth of petrochemicals in 2010. Over $10 billion dollars has been 
invested in Alberta’s petrochemical industry from 1974 to 2010.   
 
While Alberta’s energy industry has allowed the province to experience rapid economic growth, 
there are mounting concerns about the environmental and social impact this growth is having on 
the province.  Much of the concerns expressed are specific to oil sands development, however, 
other energy related developments (e.g., nuclear power, high voltage transmission lines, grid 
infrastructure for micro-generation, etc) have at times raised concerns.   
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Canada’s share of global green house gas emissions is only 2% of world emissions.  Green 
house gas emissions in the oil sands are often much smaller than electricity generation emissions 
found throughout the world.   
 

If taken lightly, these concerns threaten 
access to critical key markets (e.g., 
Keystone Pipeline) for Alberta’s energy 
resource, our economy and the long run 
vibrancy of our environment.  What is 
fundamentally important is that Alberta 
continues to take action, in response to 
this challenge. It is also important to 
keep in mind that the province and local 
communities throughout this province 
are responding to this challenge, both in 
terms of effective communications and 
in tangible actions.   
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ENERGY GOVERNANCE 
Determining the order of government 
that has jurisdiction over particular 
issues related to the energy sector in 
Canada is complex.  Federal, provincial 
and local governments all play a vital 
role in the management of the energy 
sector and associated externalities. 

In general, jurisdiction over the energy 
sector between the federal and 
provincial governments reflects the 
powers outlined in the constitution.  The 
constitution clearly places natural 
resources under the jurisdiction of the 
provinces and as a result, provincial 
governments have jurisdiction over the 
management, exploration, development, 
and conservation of non-renewable 
resources in Canada.  By proxy, the 
provinces are also responsible for the 
management of electricity generation 
and most transmission.  Provincial 
governments own most of the natural 
gas, coal and oil reserves in the country.     

Federal jurisdiction in energy is in 
general limited to inter-provincial and 
international trade, a shared responsibility for environmental protection and the management of 
non-renewable resources on federal lands. 

  

Other provincial agencies also 
play a role in the energy sector 
to protect historical sites and 
parks, provide the needed 
infrastructure, protect worker 
safety and health, etc. 
 
For more information see: 
http://authorizationsguide.ercb.
ca/intro_agencies.htm 
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ALBERTA’S POLICY LANDSCAPE 
The policy landscape in Alberta as it relates to the Energy Sector is made up of a multitude of 
strategies, plans and policies.  Within these plans, strategies and policies the Province has 
outlined a number of key objectives and actions they are working towards.  The following is a 
summary of the key energy related strategies, plans and policies that currently exist in Alberta.  
This information provides the policy context for municipal objectives in the Energy Sector.

 
 
 
Source: Government of Alberta 

  

Policy Documents Desired Outcome 
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SCOPE OF MUNICIPAL ENERGY ISSUES 
Municipalities are both impacted by and integral to the continued development of Alberta’s 
energy sector in Alberta.  Municipalities are involved in energy production, energy distribution 
and energy consumption.  Consequently the scope of energy related issues impacting 
municipalities are complex and diverse.  Over the course of 2011, AUMA’s Infrastructure and 
Energy Committee with the input of AUMA members who attended the 2011 President’s 
Summit on Energy brainstormed, discussed and reviewed energy related issues that both directly 
impacted municipalities and were within a municipality’s span of control. The following is a list 
of issues identified.  AUMA understands that many of these issues will require legislative and/or 
regulatory changes to address, and that changes to address these issues will take time to review 
and implement. 
 
Governance Based Issues 

Issue Summary Linkages Impact 
P       D      C 

1. National 
Energy 
Strategy 

The provinces have called on the federal 
government to work with them to develop a 
National Energy Strategy.   
 
Given the direct role municipalities play in the 
Energy sector and more importantly the 
implications the Energy Sector has on a 
municipalities economic, social, environmental, and 
infrastructural fabric municipalities should be an 
active participant in the development of this 
Strategy. 
 
In order to be an active participant during the 
development of the National Energy Strategy, 
AUMA will need to have clarity around the 
principles and policies that municipalities believe 
should be addressed by the National Energy 
Strategy and the role municipalities believe AUMA 
should take during the process to develop the 
strategy. 

    

2. Promoting 
Alberta as an 
Energy Leader 

Municipalities have expressed a strong desire to 
work with the federal and provincial governments to 
repair our “dirty oil” image. 
 
There is also understanding by municipalities that 
this must go well beyond communication towards 
action and there is interest in seeking out, 
implementing and promoting innovative, 
environmentally friendly projects underway in 
Alberta.  
 
To be effective in this area greater clarity and 
consistency is required between governments in the 
messages that are delivered and the role each order 
of government has in delivering the message. 

    

3. District 
Energy 

Municipalities expressed a desire to learn more 
about the regulatory environment and other barriers 
to the establishment of district energy, to better 
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ascertain what role municipalities can play in 
overcoming those barriers. 
 
 

4. Role of 
Municipal 
Governments 

Municipalities expressed a desire for greater 
understanding and awareness of the role of 
municipal governments in the energy sector. 

    

5. Monitoring 
Progress and 
Impact of 
Policy 
Decisions 

Ongoing monitoring of decisions implemented to 
resolve energy based issues will be key to the 
success in achieving the intended outcomes and to 
mitigating unintended consequences be they 
economic, environmental, social or infrastructural. 
 
Municipalities expressed a desire to formulate a 
clearer position on the role of municipalities in 
monitoring the impact of energy related policy 
decisions. 

    

6. Carbon 
Pricing 

Municipalities expressed concern about the lack of a 
consistent approach to carbon offsets in North 
America.  This puts regions at a competitive 
disadvantage and jeopardizes the ability to reach 
green house gas emission goals. 

    

7. Independent 
Reviews 

Municipalities expressed a strong desire to ensure 
that there is adequate, impartial and independent 
representation by Municipal Governments and other 
organizations (ERCB, AUC, AESO, First Nations, 
environmental groups, etc) in the regulatory review 
process to ensure the social, environmental and 
economic interests of the public are protected. 
 
The establishment of an independent Utilities 
Consumer Advocate is a valuable step in addressing 
this issue. 

    

8. Single 
Regulator 

The province is currently reviewing the regulatory 
approval process for energy related developments. 
 
Given municipalities have a desire to maintain an 
open, transparent and consultative approval process 
to ensure citizen concerns are adequately addressed, 
and as utility owners, are directly impacted by the 
current approval process, clarity around the 
municipal response to this initiative is required.  

    

9. Data 
Acquisition 

Municipalities expressed a desire for assistance and 
standard methodologies for emissions tracking at a 
municipal and community level. 
 
Capacity constraints and the lack of a standardized 
approach have limited the ability to gather and track 
this type of information.  

    

P=Production 
D=Distribution 
C=Consumption 
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Infrastructure Based Issues 
Issue Summary Linkages Impact 

P       D      C 
1. Transportation 

and Utility 
Corridors 

The expansion of energy in Alberta has added to the 
need for transportation and utility corridors 
throughout the province.  These can be required for 
oil and gas distribution (i.e., pipelines), electricity 
transmission, transportation (i.e., rail and 
highways).  At times these corridors cross through 
or near municipalities.  This can result in: 
• Added cost, time and effort for the municipality 

impacted.  (e.g., the use of municipal roads to 
transport heavy goods to the oil sector can 
reduce the lifespan of the road) 

• Concerns about property values near the 
corridors. 

• Concerns about the safety and environmental 
impact associated with the corridor. 

• The need for coordinated land use planning 
between regions and across governments. 

    

2. Nuclear Power In March 2008, Bruce Power applied for a license to 
develop and operate a nuclear power facility at 
Cardinal Lake.   
 
The proposed development raised concerns about 
the safety of nuclear power, the impact on water 
usage in the area, and regional issues about the 
ability of communities near the facility to have an 
effective voice on whether the facility would be 
approved or not.  
 
While the application for the Bruce facility has been 
withdrawn, there is a need to clarify municipal 
positions around this issue, in order to ensure 
effective consultations should the issue arise again 
in the future. 
 
The Provinces current policy is that nuclear power 
options would be evaluated on a case-by-case basis. 

    

3. Critical 
Transmission 
Lines 

On October 21, 2011the government suspended the 
approval process for three major power line projects 
in the province. Later in the day, the Premier 
announced that only two of the projects would be 
subject to a review. 
• Heartland Transmission Project – Continues. 
• Western Alberta Transmission Line 

(WATL) –  Suspended  
A 500-kilovolt, direct-current transmission line 
and associated substations and converters 
stations, with route options, between the 
Genesee area and the Calgary area. 

• Eastern Alberta Transmission Line (EATL) 
– Suspended 
A 500-kilovolt, direct-current transmission line 
and associated converter stations and 240-
kilovolt transmission lines, with route options, 
between the Gibbons area and the Brooks area.  

Given concerns raised in municipalities about the 
impact on health and property values of high 
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voltage lines, consideration is required to assess the 
cost and benefit of high voltage direct current 
versus alternating current lines and the use of aerial 
versus underground transmission in populated areas. 

4. Energy 
Infrastructure 
Sites 

Municipalities expressed concern about the extent 
to which cumulative effects are accounted for in the 
current process for locating energy and 
transportation infrastructure.   

    

 Municipalities also expressed concern about the 
adequacy of rules, regulation and enforcement 
mechanisms to protect public safety in all aspects 
(production, delivery and operations) of energy 
sites. 
 
 

    

5. Hydro-Power Currently hydro power makes up a relatively small 
share of Alberta’s total available power generation.  
However, there is the potential to increase this 
share.  While hydro has the potential to reduce 
Alberta’s carbon footprint it can often have other 
environmental impacts, particularly large scale dam 
based hydro-developments. 
 
Municipalities expressed a desire to formulate a 
clearer position on the use of hydro-power in 
Alberta. 

    

6. Transmission 
of micro-
generated 
electricity 

Building electricity transmission to zones of 
renewable or low-emission generation (hydro, wind, 
biomass, district energy, etc) often involves a 
significant capital outlay given these forms of 
generation are often in remote and less populated 
areas of Alberta. 
 
While there are environmental benefits to these 
energy sources, the high capital costs would 
significantly impact the price of electricity 
provision in Alberta.  Municipalities seek clarity in 
the cost and benefit associated with these forms of 
production and policy clarity around who should 
fund/pay for the added costs if implement. 

    

7. Transmission 
Infrastructure 

Concerns were raised about the current state of 
transmission infrastructure in Alberta and how 
future demand will be met.  Concerns included: 
• Capacity of current infrastructure to meet 

current peak demand. 
• How the cost of new infrastructure will be 

funded. 
• Public safety issues when large transmission is 

build near populated areas. 

    

P=Production 
D=Distribution 
C=Consumption 
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Environment Based Issues 
Issue Summary Linkages Impact 

P       D      C 
1. Reclamation, 

Brownfields & 
Abandoned 
Wells 

The development of the energy sector in Alberta has 
at times left behind a footprint in the form of 
brownfields, abandoned wells and/or the need for 
reclamation of industrial lands.  When these issues 
occur near or within municipalities, concerns are 
raised about the safety of the site and the 
detrimental effects they have on surrounding 
properties. 
 
Given the owner of the property has abandoned the 
property or may no longer exist, it is difficult for 
regulators to take any action to have the private 
sector address the issue meaning that the issue often 
falls to the taxpayer to resolve. 
 
Municipalities expressed a desire to investigate 
better regulations and enforcement with respect to 
this issue and to address the past footprint that 
already exists. 

    

2. Federal 
Incentives for 
Green 
Municipal 
Energy 

There is a wide variety of options available to 
municipalities to “Green” there energy supply.  
These include: 
• District energy options (Geo-thermal, solar, 

wind, etc) 
• Landfill gasification. 
• Bio gas and diesel and energy. 
• Wastewater gas 
• Etc. 
However, there is limited capacity in municipalities 
to seize these opportunities given they struggle to 
maintain existing utilities.  Consequently, 
municipalities express a desire to investigate options 
for Federal government funding for municipal green 
and sustainable energy initiatives. 

    

3. Encouraging 
Green 
Consumption 

Municipalities expressed a concern that more needs 
to be done to encourage shifts in consumer 
behaviour with respect to energy efficiency and 
green technology adoption.   Regulations, incentives 
or other pricing mechanisms (federal, provincial and 
municipal) could be considered including: 

• Additional supports for energy efficient 
vehicles. 

• Carbon tax. 
• On peak/off peak pricing. 

Municipalities expressed a desire to review the 
effectiveness of various approaches in this area. 

    

4. Voluntary 
Energy 
Efficiency 
Compliance 

Given municipal involvement in the provision of 
electrical services, a desire was expressed to 
determine ways that municipalities could encourage 
voluntary load shedding (i.e., encouraging 
consumers to voluntarily reduce demand on the 
electrical systems). 
 

    

5. Smart Grid There is a need to clarify the costs and benefits of 
implementing a smart grid system in Alberta, 
including smart meters and automated meter 
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reading. 
 
Issues such as functionality, who benefits and who 
pays for the high capital cost should be consider so 
that an informed decision on a smart grid can be 
made. 

6. Adoption of 
clean fossil 
fuel 
technologies 

Municipalities expressed a desire to determine what 
role they could have in encouraging greater 
adoption of clean fossil fuel technologies by 
industry and consumers at all levels. 
 
 

    

7. Impacts of 
fracturing. 

Municipalities expressed concern about the impacts  
of hydraulic fracturing in natural gas production.   
 
Municipalities are tasked with providing clean water 
and a safe environment to their citizens.  Concerns 
about the potential for groundwater contamination, 
and other possible environmental impacts can add 
cost to municipalities who must clean the water to 
make it safe for consumption and raise concerns 
about the safety of the development and/or the need 
for emergency responses when an incident occurs.  

    

8. Carbon 
Capture and 
Storage 

Municipalities expressed concern about the 
implications that large scale Carbon Capture and 
Storage could have on them.  Concerns were raised 
about: 
• Added municipal infrastructure that may be 

required to support large movements of Carbon 
across the province.  If moved by heavy truck, 
municipalities may be confronted with added 
road maintenance costs, if by pipeline the need 
for more utility corridors. 

• Public safety during the movement and storage 
of the carbon. 

• The impact on groundwater. 
• The effectiveness and commercial viability of 

large scale carbon capture and storage. 

    

P=Production 
D=Distribution 
C=Consumption 
 
Social Based Issues 

Issue Summary Linkages Impact 
P       D      C 

1. Vulnerable 
Albertans & 
Price 
Volatility 

While the last boom in the Energy Sector brought 
significant economic benefit to Alberta, it also 
resulted in price volatility in key areas such as 
affordable housing, utilities and transportation. 
 
Albertans with low income, fixed income (seniors, 
social support), not-for-profit organizations and 
agencies and community related organizations 
(recreation centres, drop-in centres, senior centres) 
all were exposed to the cost inflation without any 
mechanism to address the cost inflation. 
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Often this resulted in greater demands on 
municipalities: 
• The province indicating that MSI funding could 

be used to support the added costs, put pressure 
on municipalities to redirect funds already 
allocated to other municipal priorities. 

• Increase crime rates added cost to municipal 
policing requirements. 

• Greater subsidization of municipal transit was 
required as costs increased. 

A better approach to this issue is required and 
should be supported by the province as they gain the 
most (Royalties) from an economic boom in the 
Energy sector. 

P=Production 
D=Distribution 
C=Consumption 
 
Economic Based Issues 

Issue Summary Linkages Impact 
P       D      C 

1. Start Up 
Capital for 
Green Energy 

Attracting and strengthening private sector 
investment in new/start up green energy 
technologies for production, distribution and use 
can be difficult. 
 
Municipalities expressed a desire to determine 
municipality’s role in encouraging private sector 
seed capital for green energy technologies. 

    

9. Competitiveness 
of Renewable 
and Alternative 
Energy 

Over the years large and at times public 
investments have been made in developing the 
current energy supply and distribution chains. 
 
In addition, some suggest that externalities created 
by the fossil fuel sector are often borne by Alberta 
taxpayers. 
 
This creates a concern for renewable and 
alternative fuel producers as they try to compete 
with the current fossil fuel based industry.  Fossil 
fuel providers argue that there price advantage is 
based on the fact that alternatives have inherently 
higher marginal costs. 
 
Municipalities expressed a desire to determine 
what role they could have in helping to overcome 
the competitiveness issues associated with 
renewable and alternative fuels.  

    

P=Production 
D=Distribution 
C=Consumption 
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ENERGY’S HISTORY IN ALBERTA 

Bioenergy Coal & 
Minerals 

CCS Electricity Energy 
(general) 

Natural Gas Oil Oil Sands Petrochemicals External 

1900s 

  
1902 

Edmonton Electric Lighting and Power Company is purchased by Edmonton becoming 
the first municipally-owned electric utility in Canada. Source: Edmonton Power 
Historical Foundation  

1905 Alberta becomes a province. 
1908-
09  

“Old Glory” was the name of the first major discovery. Development of the Bow Island 
gas field led to the first pipelines delivering natural gas to Alberta communities.  

1909  Calgary Power is formed. Later renamed TransAlta, the company develops into Canada's 
largest investor owned utility.  

1910s 

  
1911 Calgary Power builds the first large-scale hydro plant in Alberta, the run-of-river 

Horseshoe falls hydro plant. Source: TransAlta 

1912  
270-kilometre pipeline begins carrying natural gas from Bow Island, Alberta, to Calgary to 
replace coal gas as a heating, lighting and cooking fuel. The 16-inch (40 centimeter) 
pipeline was complete in just 86 days.  

1914  
May 14 was a victorious day for Arthur W. Dingman as he and his associates savored the 
fruits of their risk-taking with a natural gas discovery at Turner Valley on the edge of 
Kananaskis Country.  

1915  Several tonnes of Athabasca oil sands (bitumen) shipped to Edmonton for trial use in road 
paving.  

1915 The Public Utilities Board (PUB) became Alberta’s first regulatory agency with the 
primary responsibility of regulating utility rates and service.  

1920s 

  1922  International Bitumen Company formed and small plant built near Bitumont, 80 kilometres 

http://www.ephf.ca/electricity/electricity-facts/�
http://www.ephf.ca/electricity/electricity-facts/�
http://www.transalta.com/about-us/history/100-years-100-people/1909-1919�
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north of Fort McMurray, to produce bitumen for roofing and road surfacing.  

1923  Edmonton switches to natural gas for heating, lighting and cooking following completion 
of 130-kilometre pipeline from Viking, Alberta.  

1924 The discovery of a decade earlier led the way to a deeper zone find just a few kilometres 
away. Royalite No. 4 put Turner Valley on the oil and gas map. 

1930s 

  1930  Mineral rights transferred from the federal government to Canada's western provinces.  
1931 First Alberta Royalty Regulation.  
1932  The Turner Valley Conservation Board was established.  

1934 The first natural gas export license was issued by the federal department of Trade and 
Commerce. 

1934-
35 

After more than 50 years of production, the second oil well to be discovered in Alberta 
was closed off (abandoned) with a few wheelbarrows of cement. The closing off process 
was still in its infancy and abandonment operations continued until 1954. 

1936  Under the Fuel Oil Licencing Act, Alberta's 1000 fuel dealers were required to obtain a 
licence from the Public Utilities Board.  

1936 Rotary drilling rigs indicated oil existed at greater depths than oil found in earlier 
discoveries.  

1938 
The Petroleum and Natural Gas conservation Board, now the Energy Resources 
Conservation Board (ERCB), was created to focus on conserving Alberta's energy 
resources and to ensure orderly development of them. 

1940s 

  
1941 Alberta shifted the royalty rates on oil from a flat rate of 10 per cent to a choice of a 12.5 

per cent flat rate or a five to 15-per-cent royalty based on production levels. 

1947  After drilling 133 dry holes across Western Canada, Imperial Oil strikes oil at Leduc, 
Alberta, on February 13, transforming Canada into an oil-rich nation.  

1948 The Alberta royalty rate is capped at 16 and two thirds per cent.  

1950s 

  
1950  Oil replaces coal as Canada's largest single source of energy; pipelines established to 

transport natural gas to Vancouver, Winnipeg, Toronto and Montreal.  
1951 A sliding scale was established in Alberta Royalty Regulations.  

1950-
53  

First section of the Interprovincial Pipe Line Inc. (now Enbridge Pipelines Inc.) oil 
pipeline laid from Edmonton to Superior, Wisconsin, in 1953 it was extended to Sarnia, 
Ontario.  

1952  First sulphur recovery plant built in Alberta for sour gas (natural gas).  
1953  Trans Mountain Pipeline Company line completed from Edmonton to Vancouver.  
1954 The Alberta Gas Trunk Line Company Limited (AGTL), (now called NOVA Gas 

http://www.ercb.ca/portal/server.pt?�
http://www.ercb.ca/portal/server.pt?�
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Transmission Ltd.) was created to build and operate a province-wide natural gas 
transportation system. In 1957, Alberta gas began to flow through the AGTL (NOVA) 
system. 

1957 First gas exported by the Westcoast Energy Inc. pipeline system through Vancouver to 
U.S. markets. 

1958 Construction of the TransCanada Pipelines system was completed from Alberta to eastern 
Canada. 

1959 National Energy Board created by federal government to oversee interprovincial and 
international energy trade. 

1960s 

  
1960  The Gas Utilities Act is introduced, it is still a major part of legislation currently governing 

the jurisdiction of the ERCB.  

1961  Alberta establishes air quality standards that include limits on industrial emissions of 
hydrogen sulphide and sulphur dioxide.  

1961 National Oil Policy directs that all refineries west of the Ottawa valley must use higher 
priced crude from western Canada.  

1961  The Pacific Gas Transmission pipeline (now called Gas Transmission Northwest) is built to 
deliver Alberta gas to customers in the US Pacific Northwest and California.  

1967  Great Canadian Oil Sands, now part of Suncor energy Ltd., initiates the world's first large-
scale oil sands operation, the Athabasca oil sands at Fort McMurray.  

1970s 

  

1970s 

Dr. Roger M. Butler developed the concept of using horizontal pairs of wells and injected 
steam to develop certain deposits of bitumen considered too deep for mining. His 
invention of SAGD technology paved the way for scores of in situ projects changing the 
oil sands industry. Source: Canadian Petroleum hall of fame. 

1970  The Board of Arbitration was formed to handle expropriations formerly the jurisdiction of 
the Public Utilities Board. The Board of Arbitration is now the Surface Rights Board.  

1972  Federal and B.C. governments impose moratorium on West Coast offshore oil and gas 
exploration.  

1973  Arab oil embargo sets off first global energy crisis.  
1973 Prime Minister Trudeau decrees 'made in Canada' crude oil prices.  

1973  Alberta implemented a price sensitive royalty regime. Prior to that, royalties were paid at a 
fixed rate.  

1973 

The Alberta Petroleum Marketing Act created the Alberta Petroleum Marketing 
Commission (APMC) and gave it a two-part mandate: 

• to act as sole agent of the Crown in disposing of the royalty share of crude oil 
production from Alberta Crown land  

• to act as sole agent of the lessee in disposing of the lessee’s share of production 
from the same lands 
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1974 

The Natural Gas Price Protection Plan was introduced. The Public Utilities Board’s role in 
the plan, which was aimed towards sheltering Alberta consumers from increasing world 
market prices for natural gas, was set out in the Natural Gas Rebate Act. Under the Act, 
the Board was required to issue certificates qualifying utilities to receive provincial 
rebates. 

1974 The Petroleum Royalty Regulation allows rebates for eligible costs of injection materials 
for enhanced oil recovery (EOR) schemes.  

1974 
Oil and natural gas pools are classified by "vintage" for royalty calculation purposes. 
Royalty rates for production from newly discovered pools are set lower to reflect the 
higher average finding and development costs associated with newer smaller pools.  

1974 Letters exchanged regarding resources issue between Premier Lougheed and Prime 
Minister Trudeau. Source: Oilpatch History 

1975 Natural gas prices in Canada became regulated under Federal-Provincial agreement. 

1978 Syncrude Canada Ltd., a consortium of oil companies and the federal and provincial 
governments, opens oil sands mining and upgrading project at Fort McMurray. 

1980s 

  
1980s  First permanent buried pipeline completed in the Canadian Arctic to carry light crude oil 

from Norman Wells to Alberta.  

1980 Medicine Hat, Alberta, replaces coal-fired steam units with Canada’s first gas turbine, 
combined cycle cogeneration system. Source: Centre for Energy 

1980 

In October, the National Energy Program (NEP) reinforced the 1973 made-in-Canada 
price policy. The NEP sought to increase both Canadian control and Canadian ownership 
of the energy industry. It also sought to protect all Canadians from surging oil prices. The 
federal government would accomplish their goals through measures such as price controls 
and federal taxes on oil and gas production. These measures would increase federal 
government control in the oil and gas industry. To this day, the National Energy Program 
is a sore spot with many Albertans. The NEP is often cited as an example of federal 
government discrimination, which increased feelings of western alienation and led to the 
creation of many western separatist groups. Source: Alberta Online Encyclopedia  

1980  The Constitution Act gives each province the exclusive right to make laws in relation to 
the development, conservation and management of natural gas in the province.  

1982  

The Alberta government created the Electric Energy Marketing Agency. The Public 
Utilities Board was required to set the price at which utilities would sell electric energy to 
the Electric Energy Marketing Agency. The aim in doing so was to achieve a measure of 
equalization of electrical rates by averaging the price of generation and transmission 
across the province. 

1982 
The Petroleum Incentives Program Act is implemented to encourage development of oil 
and gas in Alberta following the 1980 National Energy Program. Source: Canada's 
Petroleum Heritage 

1982-
86 

OPEC attempted to set production quotas low enough to stabilize prices. These attempts 
met with repeated failure as various members of OPEC produced beyond their quotas. 
During most of this period Saudi Arabia acted as the swing producer cutting its 
production in an attempt to stem the free fall in prices. In August of 1985, the Saudis 
linked their oil price to the spot market for crude and by early 1986 increased production 
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from 2 MMBPD to 5 MMBPD. Crude oil prices plummeted below $10 per barrel by mid-
1986. Despite the fall in prices Saudi revenue remained about the same with higher 
volumes compensating for lower prices. Source: West Texas Research Group 

1983 The oil and gas servicing incentive program regulation is introduced which authorized the 
Minister to make grants for eligible well servicing costs of wells, batteries and pipelines.  

1984-
85 

The Progressive Conservative government under Prime Minister Mulroney replaced the 
Liberal government and signed the Western Energy Accord in 1985 that eliminated the 
National Energy Program. 

1985  Federal government deregulates oil prices, opens Canada's borders to imports and 
exports.  

1985 Oil Royalty holiday programs are introduced to reward successful explorers where 
previous grant-oriented programs only favored activity.  

1985 
Alberta, British Columbia, Saskatchewan and the federal government signed the 
Agreement on Natural Gas Markets and Prices, which began the process of natural gas 
price deregulation in Canada. 

1986 
The price of natural gas was deregulated by a federal-provincial agreement, the provincial 
government allowed the Natural Gas Protection Plan to expire, in light of the decline in 
natural gas prices which occurred after deregulation. 

1990s 

1990  
The Gas Utilities Statutes Amendment Act 1990 was passed by the Alberta Legislature, 
giving non-industrial consumers in Alberta the choice of entering into contracts for gas 
supply, subject to regulations.  

1992 Lloydminster upgrader begins processing heavy oil.  

1992 

The Canadian Association of Petroleum Producers (CAPP) was created, with the merger 
of the Canadian Petroleum Association and the Independent Petroleum Association of 
Canada. The association represents some 200 producers whose collective production 
represents nearly 95 per cent of Canada’s total crude oil and natural gas output. 

1992  

At the United Nations Conference on Environment and Development in Rio de Janeiro, 
Canada and more than 160 other nations adopted a philosophy of sustainable development 
and agreed to begin limiting emissions of greenhouse gases that may contribute to global 
climate change.  

1994 The Cowley Ridge wind plant, near Pincher Creek, Alberta, is completed, becoming the 
first commercial wind farm in Canada. Source: Centre for Energy 

1995 Alberta adopts Electricity Utilities Act to deregulate energy supply market. 

1995 

The Alberta Energy and Utilities Board (AEUB) was created, the Public Utilities Board 
and the Energy Resources and Conservation Board (previously the Petroleum and Natural 
Gas Conservation Board) in order to provide a more streamlined and efficient regulatory 
process. 

1995 
A generic royalty regime for new oil sands projects is structured to provide a smaller 
royalty share at the beginning of a development and a larger share for the government 
after the developers have recovered their costs. 

1996 The EUB passed rules implementing natural gas customer choice for small consumers in 
Alberta. 

1996- In 1996 the Electric Utilities Act was passed. The AEUB held a hearing to restructure 

http://www.wtrg.com/prices.htm�
http://www.capp.ca/�
http://www.centreforenergy.com/AboutEnergy/Wind/History.asp�


  

21 | P a g e  
 

97 electric tariffs to implement changes to the electric utility industry that were introduced in 
the Electric Utilities Act (EUA). Each major utility applied to separate its generation, 
transmission and distribution costs. The framework for further restructuring of the electric 
utility industry was established through the Electric Utilities Amendment Act that was 
passed in 1997. 

1997 The Kyoto Protocol treaty was negotiated in December 1997 at the city of Kyoto, Japan 
and came into effect on February 16th, 2005. Source: Kyoto Protocol 

1996-
98 

Alberta establishes three new independent bodies (the Power Pool, Transmission 
Administrator, and Market Surveillance Administrator) to ensure open and competitive 
access to deregulated power markets. 

1999 The Oil Sands Generic Royalty Regime set rates and established the federal accelerated 
capital cost allowance for oil sands projects to encourage development.  

2000s  

Year  Event  

2000  Alberta establishes retailer licensing and codes of conduct for deregulated electricity 
markets.  

2000  The Government of Alberta implements the Energy Tax Refund.  
2000 The largest cogeneration plant in Canada, Joffre comes online. Source: Centre for Energy 

2000 Alliance natural gas pipeline begins commercial service after construction complete from 
Fort St. John, B.C., to Chicago, Illinois.  

2000  Major expansion projects completed at Joffre and Fort Saskatchewan, Alberta, to the 
world's two largest ethylene-based petrochemical plants.  

2000 Syncrude's Aurora project is the first remote oil sands plant in Alberta, the project cost 
about $600 million. Source Syncrude 

2001 
The Government of Alberta provides rebates to consumers of natural gas as natural gas 
prices reach record levels. Later in the year, the Natural Gas Price Protection Act was 
implemented, setting out a formal structure for natural gas rebates in Alberta. 

2001 The Electric utility industry was restructured, the Energy Utilities Board no longer 
regulated wholesale electricity prices and customers could choose their electricity retailer. 

2002 

First commercial production of natural gas in coal (a.k.a. coal bed methane) in Alberta. In 
late 2002, an internal review of government rules and regulations related to CBM 
development began. This review also included the collection of CBM production and 
geological data. 

2002 
BioGem Power Systems partners with the Iron Creek Hutterite Colony to build Alberta's 
first commercial biogas system , the system uses manure produced on the colony as its 
feedstock and sells electricity into the provincial grid.  

2002 
AltaLink assumed control of Alberta’s largest transmission system (previously owned by 
TransAlta) to become the first independent transmission provider in Canada. Source: 
AltaLink  

2002 Natural gas royalty framework is revised to be based on in-stream components. 
2002 Alberta’s first propylene facility became operational in Redwater. 
2003-
09 

The Government of Alberta implemented the Natural Gas Rebate Program to protect 
Alberta consumers from high natural gas prices. The program ended on March 31, 2009. 
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2003 

The Government of Alberta passes the Electric Utilities Act, setting the stage for further 
development of a fair and open competitive electricity market. Under the act, the Power 
Pool of Alberta and the provincial transmission administrator are merged to form an 
Independent System Operator, the Alberta Electric System Operator (AESO). AESO 
manages the competitive electricity wholesale spot market. 

2003 

In September 2003, a pre-consultation was held with a number of Coal bed Methane 
stakeholder groups to identify and prioritize issues. Landowners, agriculture producers, 
academics, the energy industry, and environmental groups participated. This led to the 
Coal bed Methane/Natural Gas in Coal Multi-Stakeholder Advisory Committee (the 
MAC) that was established in November 2003 to provide advice and guidance on the 
Coal bed Methane consultation process. 

2004 

Changes are introduced to Alberta’s retail electricity and natural gas industries, providing 
consumers with a choice of utility retailers. A customer choice website is developed to 
help Albertans select providers later this becomes the Utilities Consumer Advocate 
(UCA). 

2004 The $200 million Innovative Energy Technologies Program was announced. 

2005 

Alberta’s Mineable Oil Sands Strategy (MOSS), was produced by a steering group that 
included representatives from environmental organizations, First Nations, industry and 
government. They were asked to revise plans for consulting on policy principles the draft 
for discussion documents, Mineable Oil Sands Strategy and Fort McMurray Mineable Oil 
Sands Integrated Resource Management Plan were submitted in October. 

2005 
Genesee Unit 3 is completed. The 450 megawatt unit is Canada's first generation facility 
to use supercritical combustion technology for greater fuel efficiency and significantly 
lower emissions. 

2005-
06 

Record land sale 9,196 parcels were sold for a total bonus of $2,165,464,637.16, average 
price per hectare was $693.82.  

2006 Alberta’s Nine-Point Bioenergy Plan is announced, providing $239 million in bioenergy 
program funding to support development in the province. 

2006 

The Government of Alberta approved an allocation of $200 million over four years to 
create the Energy Innovation Fund (EIF). The EIF is a provincial initiative that supports 
building world-class knowledge, expertise and leadership to responsibly develop our vast 
energy resources for the benefit of current and future generations. (news release) 

2006 

The Oil Sands Ministerial Strategy Committee was directed by Cabinet to develop a 
coordinated short term action plan to address the social, environmental and economic 
impacts of oil sands developments, Investing in our Future: Responding to the Rapid 
Growth of Oil Sands Development Final Report, was released in December. 

2006  The highest average price ($774.57) per hectare for petroleum and natural gas sales is 
reported during the first quarter of 2006.  

2006 

The Oil Sands Consultations Multistakeholder Committee (MSC) begins oil sands 
consultations throughout Alberta. This series of information meetings were held 
throughout the province to give Albertans an opportunity to add their voice into how the 
province's oil sands should be developed. 

2007 Bioenergy Grant Program recipients receive funding.  

2007 The Alberta government eliminates the Alberta Royalty Tax Credit Program (ARTC). 
The decision follows a review and consultation with industry and stakeholders. 

2007 Setting out a vision and identifying principles to guide the future development of 
Alberta's oil sands are highlighted in the Oil Sands Consultations Multistakeholder 
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Committee (MSC) Final Report and the Aboriginal Consultation Final Report released in 
July. 

2007 

The Oil Sands Sustainable Development Secretariat was created to address rapid growth 
issues in the oil sands regions of Alberta. The Secretariat collaborates with ministries, 
industry, communities and stakeholders to address the social, infrastructure, 
environmental and economic impacts of oil sands development. It acts as a main point of 
contact for inquiries from the public, industry and stakeholders on the government’s plan 
for managing growth in the oil sands. 

2007 

The Government of Alberta tasks an independent, expert Royalty Review Panel to 
examine the province's energy royalties and tax regime. The panel was asked to focus on 
all aspects of the royalty system, including oil sands, conventional oil and gas, and coal 
bed methane. Their report was released on September 18th. 

2007 

Drake Landing Solar Community is announced in September. The planned neighborhood 
near Okotoks is heated by a district system that gathers solar energy and stores it 
underground in the summer, then uses it to heat homes during the winter. Source: Drake 
Landing Solar Community 

2007 
Premier Stelmach announces Alberta’s New Royalty Framework on October 25. The 
Framework will see Albertans benefit from increased royalties generated by an 
internationally competitive energy industry. 

2007 
The Incremental Ethane Extraction Policy (IEEP) is a 10-year initiative to encourage 
increased ethane extraction by providing royalty credits for increased ethane consumption 
by petrochemical facilities in Alberta. 

2007-
11  

Construction of Keephills 3, Canada’s most advanced coal-fired facility will use 
supercritical boiler technology which features higher boiler temperatures, higher 
pressures, and a high-efficiency steam turbine. The new plant will emit approximately 60 
to 80 per cent less sulphur dioxide (SO2), nitrogen oxides (NOX), mercury (Hg) and 24 
per cent less CO2 while producing the same amount of power. 

2008 

The governments of Alberta and Canada release Canada’s Fossil Energy Future: The 
Way Forward on Carbon Capture and Storage, which provides advice on how 
governments and industry can work together to facilitate and support the development of 
carbon capture and storage opportunities in Canada. 

2008 

Alberta’s Micro-Generation Regulation is introduced, making it easier for individual 
Albertans to produce their own renewable power. The regulation allows Albertans to 
generate their own environmentally friendly electricity and receive credit for extra power 
sent into the electricity grid. 

2008 
The first successfully reclaimed site is certified in the Alberta Oil Sands, near Fort 
McMurray.  
Source: Syncrude 

2008 

On January 1, 2008, the Alberta Utilities Commission Act split the EUB into two new 
regulatory bodies, the Energy Resources Conservation Board (ERCB) and the Alberta 
Utilities Commission (AUC). The ERCB is responsible for the development of Alberta’s 
oil and gas resources and the AUC is responsible for the distribution and sale of 
electricity and natural gas to Alberta consumers. 

2008  
In March Building Confidence: Improving Accountability and Transparency in Alberta’s 
Royalty System (Valentine report) was released with royalty recommendations. One of 
the recommendations was to post historical royalty data.  

2008- The Government appointed a Nuclear Power Expert Panel in 2008 to prepare a report on 
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09 nuclear energy. In March 2009 the Panel releases their report, in April Nuclear Power 
consultation began. It involved a workbook open for public feedback, randomly enrolled 
discussion groups, stakeholder discussion groups, and a telephone survey. Participants 
included 4,832 individual Albertans and a broad range of stakeholder groups. Results 
from the consultation were compiled into a report released on December 14, 2009.  

2008-
09 

In July 2008, Premier Ed Stelmach announced a $2 billion fund to advance carbon 
capture and storage (CCS) projects in Alberta to help reduce emissions by up to five 
million tonnes annually by 2015. In 2009 four projects proponents signed Letters Of 
Intent (LOIs) with the Government of Alberta. 

2008-
09 

In August 2008, the Government released a Bitumen Royalty-In-Kind (BRIK) Request 
for Expression of Interest (REOI) inviting interested parties to make a submission 
detailing their interest, and explaining how they could participate in using the 
government’s BRIK volumes. Work continues in 2009 with RFP's, discussion papers and 
an industry paper. 

2008 
The Provincial Energy Strategy released in December 2008 charts the course of Alberta’s 
energy future. The strategy is a long-term action plan for Alberta to achieve clean energy 
production, wise energy use and sustained economic prosperity.  

2008 The Renewable Fuel Standard is part of the Provincial Energy strategy. 
2009 The Alberta Royalty Framework announced in 2007 takes effect on January first.  

2009 The Oil Sands Sustainable Development Secretariat releases a 20 year plan, Responsible 
Actions: A Plan for Alberta’s Oil Sands. 

2009 
Bill 50, the Electric Statutes Amendment Act 2009, is given first reading in the 
legislature.  Under Bill 50, the Government of Alberta will be responsible for identifying 
the need for critical infrastructure projects.  

2009 A Memorandum of understanding is signed with Houston’s Rice University to combine 
nanotech expertise to advance clean energy efforts.  

2009 In the summer a number of electricity transmission information sessions are held around 
the province.  

2009-
10 A review of the royalty system competitiveness   

2010 In March the Bioenergy incentive programs are extended. 

2010  

Record land sale set in 2010 netted more than $2.39 billion. This surpasses any other year 
in history and is the first time the province has exceeded $2 billion in sales. The province 
also established a new high for the average price per hectare, the July 7 sale netted an 
average price of $2,185.03 per hectare, exceeding the previous high of $2,084.86. 

2010- 
11 

The AUC is directed to gather information and report back to the Minister on three key 
initiatives to enhance conservation, development of green energy sources and the 
regulatory process. 

• Review the regulatory approval process for hydroelectric facilities.  
• Determine how smart grid technology can be used to modernize the electricity 

system. Advanced Metering Infrastructure helps consumers make more informed 
decisions on wise electricity use.  

• Review the rules for the regulation of consumer choices for both natural gas and 
electricity.  

2010- Bitumen Royalty in Kind (BRIK) begins negotiations in May 2010, in February 2011 an 
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11 agreement is signed.  

2010-
11 

Carbon Capture and Storage (CCS) amendment legislation was introduced in November 
to guide how large-scale CCS projects will proceed in Alberta. In March 2011 
international expertise was announced to guide commercial scale deployment of CCS. 
Two agreements are signed. Shell Canada Energy in June and Swan Hills Synfuels in 
July.  

2010-
11  

Regulatory Enhancement Task Force delivers several reports from June 2010 to its final 
report in May 2011 to better integrate oil and gas policy and the regulatory system.  

2011 

A program to increase extraction of ethane to support continued growth of Alberta’s 
petrochemical sector is expanded. Ethane extraction during bitumen upgrading reduces 
greenhouse gas emissions and boosts value-added production. The five-year Incremental 
Ethane Extraction Program was approved by government in 2006. 

2011 

The Federal Government partners with industry to bring new Natural Gas technology to 
market. The federal government will fund $750,000 towards a project facilitated by the 
not-for-profit industry and stakeholder association, Petroleum Technology Alliance 
Canada (PTAC). Alberta Energy is also contributing $250,000 towards the total project 
costs. A clean energy centre is also established for biomass technologies in the same 
month. 

2011 
Alberta implemented a Renewable Fuels Standard on April 1 requiring an annual average 
of two per cent renewable diesel in diesel fuel and five per cent renewable alcohol in 
gasoline sold in Alberta. 

2011 The Alberta Electric System Operator (AESO), the province's electricity system planner 
releases a draft long-term transmission plan in June.  

2011 
Alberta hosted Canada’s Energy and Mines Ministers’ conference in July 2011 in 
Kananaskis. A national Energy strategy was discussed and a national action plan will be 
reviewed at the 2012 conference in Prince Edward Island. 

2011 

Alberta Utilities Commission (AUC) introduces changes in October to utility 
disconnection and reconnection practices to protect vulnerable customers. This 
unprecedented AUC initiative coordinates energy companies, social agencies and the 
privacy commissioner. 

2011 

A new portal site launched in November allows easy extraction of oil sands data making 
Alberta industry information more transparent. It includes searchable data highlighting 
such things as facility-specific water use, greenhouse gas emissions, tailings pond size 
and land disturbance and reclamation.  

 
Source: Alberta Department of Energy. 
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KEY ACTS 
Act Responsibility Description 

Federal 
National Energy 
Board Act 

Natural 
Resources 

Establishes National Energy Board. 

Canada Oil and Gas 
Operations Act  

 

NEB An Act respecting oil and gas operations in Canada. 

 

Canada 
Environmental 
Assessment Act 

NEB An Act to establish a federal environmental assessment process. 

 
Northern Pipeline 
Act  

 

NEB An Act to establish the Northern Pipeline Agency, to facilitate the 
planning and construction of a pipeline for the transmission of natural 
gas from Alaska and Northern Canada and to give effect to the 
Agreement between Canada and the United States of America on 
principles applicable to a Northern natural gas pipeline 

Canada Petroleum 
Resources Act 

NEB An Act to regulate interests in petroleum in relation to frontier lands, to 
amend the Oil and Gas Production and Conservation Act and to repeal 
the Canada Oil and Gas Act. 

Canadian 
Environmental 
Protection Act 

Environment An Act respecting pollution prevention and the protection of the 
environment and human health in order to contribute to sustainable 
development. 

Environmental 
Enforcement Bill 

Environment An Act to make amendments relating to the enforcement of, and to 
enact provisions respecting the enforcement of, certain Acts that relate 
to the environment, otherwise known as the Environmental 
Enforcement Bill, would amend nine existing Acts to ensure more 
effective enforcement of the laws that protect our national parks, our 
air, our land, our water, and Canada’s wildlife.   

Provincial 
Alberta Corporate 
Tax Act 

Energy This Act imposes provincial income taxes on corporations in Alberta. 
Alberta Energy involvement relates to royalty tax credits paid to some 
taxpayers in connection with royalty on Crown minerals. 
(Administration of portions of this Act shared with Revenue/Finance 
Departments) 

Alberta Utilities 
Commission Act 

Energy This Act came into effect on January 1, 2008. It repealed the Alberta 
Energy and Utilities Board Act and established the Alberta Utilities 
Commission and the Energy Resources Conservation Board. The 
Alberta Utilities Commission's responsibilities include approving 
infrastructure and tariffs for electricity and natural gas facilities. 

Coal Conservation 
Act 

Energy This Act establishes a scheme of approvals administered by the Energy 
Resources Conservation Board governing the development of coal 
resources and related facilities in Alberta. 

Coal Sales Act Energy This Act allows regulations to be made governing the sale of coal in 
Alberta. 

Electric Utilities Act  Energy This Act provides the underlying authority for the restructure of the 
electric industry in Alberta. 

Energy Resources 
Conservation Act 

Energy This Act established and governs the conduct of the Energy Resources 
Conservation Board. The Energy Resources Conservation Board's 
responsibilities include approval of energy resources projects and 
facilities (e.g., coal mines, oil, oil sands, Natural gas - including wells, 
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pipelines and production facilities). 
Freehold Mineral 
Rights Tax Act 

Energy This Act imposes a property tax on minerals (currently just oil and gas) 
in Alberta owned other than by the Crown. 

Gas Resources 
Preservation Act 

Energy This Act establishes a scheme of approvals administered by the ERCB 
for authorization to remove natural gas from the province. 

Gas Utilities Act  Energy This Act governs the distribution of natural gas in Alberta by investor 
owned utilities. 

Hydro and Electric 
Energy Act 

Energy This Act establishes a scheme of approvals administered by the Alberta 
Utilities Commission for the construction and operation of electric 
generation projects, electric transmission facilities and electric 
distribution systems in Alberta. 

Mines and Minerals 
Act 

Energy This Act governs the management and disposition of rights in Crown 
owned mines and minerals, including the levying and collecting of 
bonuses, rental and royalties. (Administration of portions of this Act 
shared with Sustainable Resource Development Department) 

Natural Gas 
Marketing Act 

Energy This Act establishes a process for producers to approve or not approve 
the resale prices for gas that will form the basis for the price they 
receive for supplying the gas. It also provides authority to gather 
information required to establish some components in the calculation of 
Crown royalty. 

Natural Gas Price 
Protection Act 

Energy This Act enables Cabinet to authorize rebates to eligible Albertans in 
accordance with regulations, where the Energy Minister is of the 
opinion that the Alberta price for gas is or is likely to be greater than a 
price prescribed by regulation. 

Oil and Gas 
Conservation Act 

Energy This Act establishes a regulatory regime and scheme of approvals 
administered by the Energy Resources Conservation Board for the 
development of oil and gas resources and related facilities in Alberta. 

Oil Sands 
Conservation Act 

Energy This Act establishes a regulatory regime and scheme of approvals 
administered by the Energy Resources Conservation Board for the 
development of oil sands resources and related facilities in Alberta. 

Petroleum 
Marketing Act 

Energy This Act establishes the Petroleum Marketing Commission and governs 
the collection and disposition of the Crown's royalty share of crude oil. 

Pipeline Act Energy This Act establishes a scheme of approvals administered by the Energy 
Resources Conservation Board for the construction and operation of 
pipelines in Alberta. 

Public Utilities Act Energy This Act empowers the Alberta Utilities Commission to regulate the 
terms of service and rates charged by some utilities in Alberta. 

Small Power 
Research and 
Development Act 

Energy This Act established a program to assess the contribution of renewable 
sources of electricity by providing a 10 and 20 year contracts to eligible 
small power producers. This program is closed. 

Turner Valley Unit 
Operations Act 

Energy This Act provided for unitization of one of the first oil and gas pools in 
Alberta, to facilitate conservation of resources and equitable sharing of 
production. Similar arrangements are now established consensually 
among parties having interests in a common pool of oil or gas. 

Water, Gas and 
Electric Companies 
Act 

Energy This Act governs the conduct of companies in accessing property for 
the purpose of installing facilities. (Section 4 is joint responsibility with 
the Alberta Infrastructure and Transportation) 

Water Act Environment and 
Water 

This Act focuses on managing and protecting Alberta's water and on 
streamlining administrative processes. 

Climate Change and 
Emissions 
Management Act 

Environment and 
Water 

Alberta is the first jurisdiction in North America to impose 
comprehensive regulations requiring large facilities in various sectors to 
reduce their greenhouse gas emissions. 

Surface Rights Act SRD This Act authorizes the establishment of a Surface Rights Board to 
handle inquiries into disputes over access to land. 

Expropriation Act Joint Allows for the expropriation of lands. 
Environmental 
Protection and 
Enhancement Act 

Joint The purpose of this Act is to support and promote the protection, 
enhancement and wise use of the environment. 

Natural Resources 
Conservation Board 

Joint This Act provides for an impartial process to review projects that can 
affect natural resources in Alberta. The Board considers if the projects 
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Act are in the public's best interest and the effect of the project on the 
environment. 
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OTHER SOURCES OF INFORMATION 
1.  Canada West Foundation: A Guidebook to the Energy Debate in Alberta. 

2.  To be added. 
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