
 

Resources and examples of lake management 
Municipal examples: 

Summer Village of 
Norglenwold 

Lake stewardship education takes time! 
The Summer Village of Norglenwold is located on the south shore of Sylvan 
Lake, just west of the City of Red Deer. Norglenwold has a permanent 
population of 267, and many more during the summer months. In 2001, the 
Council initiated a study of environmentally sensitive lands in the Summer 
Village, leading to a program to enhance natural landscaping and beach 
management. At that time, most cottage owners were not yet ready for 
outside advice, but with persistence more and more residents are becoming 
sensitive of the need to mitigate environmental degredation. 
 
Click here to read more information about Norglenwold’s efforts in the Aquatic 
Vegetation Control section of the Association of Alberta Summer Villages’ Lake 
Stewardship Reference Guide. 

Summer Village of 
Ross Haven 

Summer Village residents see the results of shoreline restoration 
The Summer Village of Ross Haven is located on the north shore of Lac Ste. 
Anne, with a population of approximately 109 permanent and 200 summer 
residents. In the past, it had been common practice for residents to remove 
aquatic plants from the shores of the lake, and maintain sandy beaches. This 
practice was damaging to the quality of the lake environment, and the 
municipality took action by inviting speakers on “lake management” to come 
out to annual Town Hall meetings.  
 
This educational process has led to a dramatic change in the quality of water. 
Even though riparian restoration in Ross Haven is voluntary, the majority of 
residents have a buy in to the philosophy of lake stewardship. 
 
Click here to read more information about Ross Haven’s efforts in the Aquatic 
Vegetation Control section of the Association of Alberta Summer Villages’ Lake 
Stewardship Reference Guide. 

Summer Village of 
Seba Beach 

Seba Beach solves a problem and residents benefit 
The Summer Village of Seba Beach on Wabamun Lake has a highly variable 
population between 137 permanent residents and 1400 summer residents. In 
the past, it was common practice for residents to take grass clippings and 
leaves and dispose of them in drainage ditches, compromising stormwater 
drainage. In response, the Summer Village Council initiated a 
recycling/composting program where residents can pick up plastic bags free of 
charge, fill them, and have them collected weekly by Public Works employees 
who then compost them. 
 
The program has been very popular with residents, and has had a significant 
effect on drainage improvements. 
 
Click here to read more information about Seba Beach’s efforts in the Fertilizer 
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Use section of the Association of Alberta Summer Villages’ Lake Stewardship 
Reference Guide. 

 

Additional resources: 

Alberta Environment 
and Parks (AEP) 

Legislation around lakes 
The AEP website includes a list of all legislation that impacts lakes and lake 
management at the provincial and federal levels. 
 
Click here to see the current legislation around lakes. 
 
Healthy lakes 
AEP has also created an informational site that describes issues in lake 
management, and the process of creating a province-wide framework for lake 
management. The site also includes useful information such as stakeholder 
reports and links to additional resources for healthy lakes. 
 
Click here to see the Healthy Lakes website. 
 
Facts about water in Alberta 
The Facts About Water in Alberta document is a comprehensive introduction to 
water issues in Alberta. It contains valuable information on Alberta’s lakes, 
their importance, and lake management options. 
 
Click here to read Facts About Water in Alberta. 
 
Respect Our Lakes program 
The Respect Our Lakes (ROL) program is an education program that aims to 
raise awareness and build understanding about lake and lakeshore regulations, 
science and management including the promotion of what Albertans can do to 
foster health lake living.  
 
Click here to read more about the ROL program. 

Alberta Lake 
Management Society 
(ALMS) 

Alberta Lake Management Society 
ALMS is a non-profit organization that promotes understanding and 
comprehensive management of lakes and reservoirs and their watersheds in 
Alberta. The Society: 

 Undertakes the collection of data and information on lake functions 
and management options. 

 Educates the public on lakes and watersheds through courses, 
seminars, conferences, materials, and occasional scholarships or 
bursaries for research. 

 Participates in the development of local, provincial and national 
programs that promote lake and watershed management. 

 Provides expertise to and collaborates with other organizations, 
agencies and individuals for lake and lake-watershed improvement and 
protection. 

http://aep.alberta.ca/water/programs-and-services/respect-our-lakes/legislation-around-lakes.aspx
http://aep.alberta.ca/water/water-conversation/healthy-lakes.aspx
http://aep.alberta.ca/water/water-conversation/documents/FactsAboutWaterAlberta-Dec2010A.pdf
http://aep.alberta.ca/water/programs-and-services/respect-our-lakes/default.aspx


 

 
The ALMS website contains valuable information on lake management and the 
various programs and initiatives that the Society undertakes. 
 
Click here to see the ALMS website. 

Association of 
Summer Villages of 
Alberta (ASVA) 

Lake stewardship reference guide 
The ASVA Lake Stewardship Reference Guide provides municipal officials with 
general information, issue identification, legal reference materials, and 
suggestions for effective stewardship of lake environments. It also shares 
success stories of active lake stewardship programs, and suggests policies that 
can be utilized by municipalities to achieve lake stewardship goals and 
objectives. 
 
Click here for more information on the ASVA Lake Stewardship Reference 
Guide. 

Cows and fish Lakes and wetlands fact sheet 
The Alberta Habitat Management society, commonly known as “Cows and 
Fish”, has created an informational fact sheet on lake and wetland 
environments. The fact sheet includes a guide to the various types of lakes, 
their importance, and methods of keeping them healthy. 
 
Click here to see the Cows and Fish fact sheet. 

Nature Alberta / 
Federation of Alberta 
Naturalists 

Living By water initiative 
The Living By Water initiative is a unique educational program designed to help 
waterfront residents employ environmentally-friendly practices on their 
property to help maintain shoreline and water health. The Initiative has created 
valuable resources including publications such as On the Living Edge: Your 
Guide for Waterfront Living and Living Near Urban Lakes that can be valuable 
educational materials to promote lake management. 
 
Click here for more information about the Living By Water Initiative. 
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