
 

 
 

 
 
January 8, 2018 
 
Honourable Brian Mason                                                 
Minister of Transportation   
320 Legislature Building 
10800 97 Avenue 
Edmonton, AB  T5K 2B6 
 
Dear Minister Mason: 
 
Each year at our annual Convention, AUMA members discuss and vote on proposed resolutions 
related to matters that impact municipalities, but require action by other orders of 
government. Enclosed for your response is the 2017 resolution that pertains to your ministry: 

 AUMA Resolution 2017.B8 - Expanding Mandatory Helmet Requirements. 
 
We look forward to your response to this resolution. 
 
If you wish to review the resolutions pertaining to other ministries, they can be found on our 
website at: https://auma.ca/advocacy-services/resolutions/resolutions-library. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
 
Barry Morishita 
AUMA President 
 
Enclosure

https://auma.ca/advocacy-services/resolutions/resolutions-library


 

 
 

AUMA Resolution 2017.B8 
City of Grande Prairie 

Expanding Mandatory Helmet Requirements 

WHEREAS head injuries are the number one cause of serious injury and death to youth participating in 
wheeled activities such as skateboarding, in-line skating, using a scooter and cycling;1 
 
WHEREAS on average the human skull is less than one centimeter thick and can be shattered by an impact of 
only 7 to 10 km/h; 2 

 
WHEREAS wearing a helmet while participating in wheeled activities can reduce the participant’s risk of head 
injury by at least 45 percent; 3 and 
 
WHEREAS Section 112 of the Vehicle Equipment Regulation (VER) only requires approved helmets be worn by 
children/youth riding bicycles. 
 
IT IS THEREFORE RESOLVED THAT the Alberta Urban Municipalities Association requests the Government of 
Alberta (GOA) amend the Vehicle Equipment Regulation to include mandatory helmet requirements for riders 
younger than 18 years of age while skateboarding, in-line skating and using a scooter. 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
The Government of Alberta enacted mandatory helmet legislation for bicycle riders under the age of 18 on 
May 1, 2002. Only four years later, helmet use in Alberta increased from 75% to 92% among children younger 
than 13 years of age and from 30% to 63% among youth aged 13 to 17. 4 

 
The existing helmet legislation remains effective but additional wheeled activities such as skateboarding, in-
line skating and riding a scooter have grown in popularity among youth and are often used interchangeably. 
These activities represent a similar degree of risk as bicycles, yet they remain omitted in the current helmet 
legislation. 
 
Wheeled activities are a great way to enjoy the outdoors. Establishing mandatory helmet rules for all wheeled 
activities consistently across municipalities and leveraging Provincial resources towards education campaigns 
is recommended to both increase helmet use and reduce the risk of head injuries for children and youth. 
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